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Campus  Vandalism  WNSIGHTI 
Spurs  Concern 


by  Paul  Brady 


The  recent  problem  with  vandalism 
on  the  FSC  campus  and  surrounding 
area  has  become  a  problem  that  has 
served  to  frustrate  both  students  and 
school  officials. 

According  to  Sgt.  Gerard  Thibeault 
of  the  Fitchburg  Police  Department, 
46  percent  of  all  larcenies  (19 
incidents),  34  percent  of  all  vandalism 
(9  incidents),  1 7  percent  of  all  break- 
ins  and  2 1  percent  of  all  burglaries  (6 
incidents)  occurred  in  the  college 
area  during  the  month  of  October. 

Similarly,  from  Nov.  1-19,  Thi- 
beault noted  that  48  percent  of  all 
larcenies  (14  incidents),  17  percent 
of  all  breaking  and  entering  (3 
incidents),  45  percent  of  all  vandalism 
( 1 1  incidents)  and  1 7  percent  of  all 
burglaries  (3  incidents)  occurred  in 
the  college  area. 

However,  he  cautioned  that  some 
statistics  may  seem  misleading. 
According  to  Thibeault,  Fitchburg  is 
basically  broken  into  four  major 
parts.  In  turn,  each  major  part  is 
broken  into  several  minor  sections. 

"Crew  three,"  which  Thibeault 
referred  to  as  one  of  the  four  major 
sections,  is  split  into  five  minor 
sections.  The  college  area  is  one 


section  of  "crew  three."  Consequent- 
ly, as  he  cited,  percentages  of 
vandalism  were  based  solely  on  the 
college  area  of  "crew  three"  and  not 
on  property  belonging  to  FSC  or  the 
surrounding  areas. 

Unfortunately,  this  does  not  pre- 
vent criminal  activity  from  infecting 
these  areas.  According  to  Campus 
Police  Officer  Bill  Mayrose,  approxi- 
mately $4,687  was  lost  to  such 
activity  during  the  time  period  of 
Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1987.  Mayrose 
cited  that,  of  that  figure,  $  1 ,309  was 
lost  due  to  larceny  of  motor  vehicles 
and  $3,378  was  lost  due  to  vandalism 
of  motor  vehicles. 

Although,  as  Mayrose  said,  most 
of  the  problems  concerning  motor 
vehicles  are  found  in  upper  and 
lower  Weston  parking  lots,  upper 
and  lower  North  Street  parking  lots 
and  upper  and  lower  Cedar  Street 
parking  lots,  they  are  not  restricted 
to  these  sites. 

He  added  that  vehicles  parked 
overnight  are  usually  targeted  for 
vandalism  or  larceny. 

Other  parking  lots  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Campus  Police 
are  the  staff  parking  lots  and 
Authority  Drive — which  is  located 
next  to  Russell  Towers  and  Holmes 
Dining  Commons. 


Author,  Professor 

Define  Need  for 

Racial  Integration 


by  Cynthia  Donovan 

The  orange  school  bus  pulled  up 
to  the  curb.  As  the  doors  opened,  a 
small  child  flew  off  the  top  step,  out 
of  the  bus  and  into  his  mother'sarms. 
Amber  morning  light  shined  through 
the  mother's  afro,  highlighting  her 
tears. 

Less  than  an  hour  before,  back  in 
their  home  neighborhood,  the  mother 
had  placed  the  child  on  the  bus.  Now 
she  greeted  the  child  in  front  of  his 
new  school.  It  was  the  first  day  of 
school  in  September,  1974,  and  the 
city  of  Boston  was  under  court  order 
to  racially  desegregate  its  schools. 

Last  Tuesday  in  the  Conlon 
Lecture  Hall  J.  Anthony  Lukas  and 
Ronald  P.  Formisano  discussed  issues 
concerning  Boston's  struggle  to 
achieve  racial  integration. 

Lukas,  a  Pulitzer  Prize  winner  and 
author  of  the  book  "Common 
Ground,"  stated  that  "  'class'  is 
America's  dirty  little  secret." 

He  explained  that  much  of  the 
hostility  surrounding  the  busing 
crisis  in  Boston  was  a  struggle 
between  poor  working  class  ethnics 
such  as  the  Irish  against  their  counter- 
parts who  had  joined  the  middle 
class  and  moved  to  the  suburbs. 

Those  still  in  the  city  exhibited  a 
"primal  rage,"  he  said.  Lukas  began 
by  alluding  to  the  bigoted  character 
Archie  Bunker  in  the  television 
program  All  InThe  Family.  The  name 
of  the  show  came  from  the  title  of  a 


book  by  Edwin  O'Connor. 

Boston's  ethnic  working  class  of 
the  1970's  had  attitudes  similar  to 
those  of  the  fictional  Bunker.  They 
felt  that  the  election  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  marked  a  "watershed"  in 
the  assimilation  of  the  Irish  into 
American  society. 

When  many  Irish  began  to  leave 
thecityin'white  flight,"  those  left 
behind  expressed  anger  and  a  sense 
of  betrayal.  They  would  be  the  ones 
who  would  have  to  live  with  what- 
ever changes  the  desegregation  of 
the  Boston  public  schools  would 
bring. 

The  wrath  of  the  working  people 
left  behind  was  taken  out  on  Ted 
Kennedy  at  a  rally  at  City  Hall 
Plaza.  Members  of  ROAR  (Restore 
our  Alienated  Rights),  an  anti-bus- 
ing group  rallied,  booed,  kicked  and 
threw  eggs  and  tomatoes  at  the 
younger  Kennedy.  Afterwards, 
Kennedy  stated  that  the  group  had 
"a  right  to  their  position." 

Lukas  does  not  feel  that  placing  a 
disadvantaged  white  child  next  to  a 
disadvantaged  black  child  in  a  school 
is  of  any  benefit  to  either.  As  the 
busing  crisis  exploded  in  Boston, 
those  who  were  able,  fled  the  system 
for  the  suburbs,  private  schools  and 
parochial  schools. 

Instead  of  the  desegregation  plan 
that  was  implemented  in  Boston, 
Lukas  favors  a  metropolitan  plan  to 
integrate  the  schools.  A  plan  as  such 
would  include  not  only  Boston  proper 


After  smashing  two  holes  in  the  rear  window,  vandals  made  away  with  the  car's  speaker 
components.  This  incident  which  occurred  last  October,  highlighted  the  growing  concern  over 
vandalism  at  FSC. 


ACC  Sends  Off- Campus 
Proposal  Back  for  Review 


by  Andy  Baron 

Paul  Brady's  motion  to  have  his  twice  amended  off- 
campus  policy  approved  by  the  All  College  Committee 
was  subsequently  voted  to  be  sent  back  to  the  Student 
Affairs  Committee,  in  a  meeting  held  last  Wednesday  in 
Miller  Oval  Room. 

The  1 1  -member  committee  cited  "substantial  change" 
from  Brady's  original  amendment  to  Chapter  Seven  of 
the  Campus  Judicial  Code,  which  was  resubmitted  to  the 
SAC  on  Nov.  18. 

Chapter  Seven  states  that  students  who  commit 
violations  off  campus  are  subject  to  campus  judicial 
action  and  local  law  enforcement. 

Brady,  a  senior  at  FSC,  is  looking  for  the  college  to 
interject  and  exercise  judicial  power  only  after  a  court  of 
law  has  found  the  student  guilty  of  the  given  crime. 

"Until  then,"  said  Brady,  "the  college  should  stay  out 
of  off-campus  affairs.  FSC  is  an  educational  institution, 
not  a  court  of  law." 

Brady  related  an  off-campus  incident  last  year  in 
which  at  least  one  FSC  student  was  suspended  from 
school  before  completing  the  formal  process  of  the 
criminal  court. 

"Currently,  students  at  FSC  are  considered  guilty  until 
proven  innocent,"  said  Brady. 

ACC  member  Marlene  Bell,  a  sophomore,  admitted 
that  there  wasn't  full  comprehension  of  Brady's  first 
amendment,  to  Chapter  Seven  at  the  Nov.  1 8  SAC 
meeting. 

"I'm  convinced  that  the  students  (on  SAC)  didn't  fully 
understand  what  they  were  voting  on,"  Bell  said. 

Chip  Mcintosh,  FSC  sophomore  and  SAC  committee 
member,  said  that  last  month's  meeting  was  run  poorly. 

"The  issue  was  pushed  much  too  fast,"  said  Mcintosh. 


"It  seemed  that  one  or  two  committee  members  used 
their  administrative  status  to  get  the  proposal  rejected." 

Brady  was  told  at  the  Nov.  1 8  meeting  that  a  "friendly 
amendment"  (revision)  to  his  initial  proposal  would 
suffice  at  the  ACC  meeting. 

However,  the  ACC,  headed  by  Chairperson  Elizabeth 
May,  said  that  Brady  would  have  to  return  to  the  SAC 
with  his  newest  proposal  before  the  ACC  could  examine 
the  issue. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  politics  involved  here,"  said  34 
year-old  off-campus  student  Scott  Lilliott.  "The  regula 
tion  of  students  is  a  violation  of  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment.  The  school  can  not  prosecute  without  due 
process  of  law." 

The  biggest  need  now,  according  to  Brady,  is  student 
input.  "I'd  like  to  see  more  support  from  the  student 
body,"  he  said. 

Student  Government  Association  President  Pat  Mack 
agrees  with  the  need  for  student  support  at  the  next 
meeting.  "The  student  voice  needs  to  be  activated  to  a 
higher  level,"  he  said. 

Brady  is  seeking  support  for  his  proposal  but  in  an 
informal  meeting  with  Vice  President  of  Student  Affairs 
Lon  Vickers  and  Associate  Dean  of  Student  Affairs  F.J. 
Talley  held  Dec.  4,  Brady  decided  to  submit  his  latest 
revision  as  a  new  proposal  to  the  ACC  instead  of  his 
originally  intended  "friendly  amendment." 

As  a  result,  Brady  will  withdraw  his  original  proposal 
due  to  the  significant  change  in  meaning  and  intent  of  his 
latest  proposal. 

The  SAC  will  meet  Dec.  1 6  in  rooms  G-04  &  G-05  of 
the  Hammond  Building  to  discuss  issues  surrounding  the 
new  proposal  but  the  committee  will  not  vote  on  the  issue 
until  next  semester. 


but  the  outlying  metropolitan  area, 
achieving  a  mix  of  various  races  and 
classes. 

On  a  daily  basis  during  the  1970's, 
the  number  of  students  from  each 
racial  group  present  was  counted. 
Formisano,  an  author  and  professor 
at  Clark  University,  stated  that  in 
1970,  70  percent  of  the  students 
attending  Boston  public  schools  were 
white.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the 
students  that  now  attend  these  schools 
are  minorities. 


Formisano  read  an  excerpt  from 
his  book  Reactionary  Populism- 
Boston's  Antibusers,  Race,  Class  and 
Ethnicity  in  the  1960s  and  1970's. 
The  chapter  he  read  from,  "Anti- 
busers-children  of  the  1960's,"  dis- 
cussed the  irony  of  the  tactics  used 
by  the  white  working  class  to  fight 
court-ordered  desegregation. 

For  example,  the  sit-ins,  pray-ins, 
human  chains  and  marches  on 

Continued  to  page  7 


See  you  in  '88 

This  edition  of  The  Strobe  marks 
the  final  issue  of  the  semester.  The 
Strobe  will  resume  publishing  in 
early  February. 
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FSC  needs  \  our  help.  PresentU .  a  bill  entitled  Vie  Omnibus  Capital 
Outlay  Bill  for  Public  Higher  Education— House  5016,  needs  to 
paigres*  from  committee  to  the  House  floor. 

If  this  doesn't  occur  before  the  legislative  session  ends  in 
December,  then  the  130  million  in  funding  for  a  new  athletic  complex 
and  extensive  renovations  on  the  FSC  campus  may  not  only  be 
stalled,  but  possibb  eliminated.  As  students,  administrators  and 
faculty  members  at  FSC.  we  can  not  let  this  happen. 

We  at  the  Stnibe  urge  each  member  of  the  college  to  write  your 
state  representati\  e  to  see  that  this  bill  makes  it  to  the  House.  A  listing 
of  state  representatives  may  be  obtained  at  the  Information  desk  or 
Student  Life  Office.  You  may  also  find  a  listing  in  most  libraries, 
including  the  college  library. 

Please  act  now.  Without  your  support,  FSC  may  lose  vital  funding 
for  reno\  ations  that  are  sorely  needed. 
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The  Strobe  is  Fitchburg  State 
College's  weekly  student  news- 
paper published  every  Wednesday 
throughout  the  semester.  Our 
office  is  located  in  the  bottom 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building, 
just  past  the  commuter  cafe.  The 
mailing  address  is: 

Fitchburg  State  College 

The  Strobe 

160  Pearl  Street 

Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
The  office  number  is  345-671 1. 
The  Strobe  encourages  all  readers 
to  express  their  views  in  any 
issue.  The  following  are  guidelines 
for  submissions: 

1.  All  submissions  must  be 
typed  and  double  spaced. 

2.  Letter's  to  the  editor  must 
include  the  writer's  name.  If  a 
person  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous, the  Strobe  will  withhold 
the  name,  however,  it  still  must 
be  included  in  the  letter. 

3.  Commentaries  and  letters 
must  be  no  more  than  450  words 
in  length  and  are  subject  to  editing. 

4.  News  and  announcements 
from  clubs  should  be  no  more 
than  a  few  paragraphs  in  length 
and  are  subject  to  editing. 

5.  The  deadline  for  articles  is 
every  Friday,  12  days  before  the 
publication  date. 


^®^  Announcements... 

Fitchburg  mayor  Bernard  Chartrand  has  created  a  committee  to  study  college  area  parking  and 
traffic  problems.  The  committee  needs  input  from  FSC  students,  staff  and  faculty  as  to  any 
recommendations  or  improvements.  Mail  all  suggestions  to  L.P.  Shepherd,  box  #6317. 

The  Alcohol  and  Drug  Awareness  Student  Committee  will  sponsor  a  non-alcoholic  happy  hour  in 
G-Lobby  Dec.  8, 9  and  1 0  from  12-2  p.m.  In  addition,  there  will  be  a    drunk-driving  simulator 
chamber  in  G-Lobby  on  Dec.  16. 

Stageright  at  FSC  will  present  a  musical  adaptation  of  The  Christmas  Carol,  Dec.  1 0  and  1 1  at  8  p.m. 
and  Dec.  1 2  at  2  p.m.  at  Weston  Auditorium.  Tickets  may  be  purchased  at  the  door,  prices  are  $2  for 
students,  senior  citizens  and  children  under  12  and  $4  for  non-students. 

Thayer  Conservatory  Orchestra  will  present  a  Christmas  concert  Dec.  1 3  at  3  p.m.  at  FSC's  Weston 
Auditorium.  General  admission  tickets  are  $7  and  $5  while  reserved  tickets  are  $  1 2  and  $  1 0;  tickets 
are  available  at  the  Fitchburg  Music  store.  Call  368-0041  for  more  information. 

The  Newman  Center  will  hold  Confessions  Wednesday,  Dec.  9  from  10-11 :30  a.m.  and  2-3:30  p.m. 
The  feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  masses  are  Monday,  Dec.  7  at  9  p.m.  and  Tuesday,  Dec.  8  at 
1 1:30  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m.  The  Christmas  mass  will  be  held  Saturday,  Dec.  12  at  8  p.m.  at  Percival 
Auditorium  with  refreshments  after  mass  at  the  Newman  Center. 

The  First  Parish  Church  in  Fitchburg  will  present  Contradance  every  third  Friday  at  8  p.m.  through 
May,  1 988.  The  next  dance  is  Dec.  1 8.  For  more  information,  call  827-5522  or  537- 1 299. 

The  Mathematics  Department  at  FSC  will  give  a  Math  Placement  Exam  Tuesday,  Jan.  12, 1988  at 
8:30  a.m.  in  Percival  Auditorium.  Contact  Dr.  Barry  Light,  math  department  chairman,  for  more 
information. 

All  students,  faculty  and  administration  are  invited  to  the  First  Annual  CARE  &  SHARE  DAY 
celebration  in  the  Quad  on  Dec.  9.  Christmas  caroling  and  tree  decorating  will  take  place  at  6:45 
p.m.  Hot  cocoa  and  cookies  will  be  made  available  to  all  those  participating  in  this  celebration. 


SEMESTER  BREAK 
POSITIONS  $9.25  to  start 


Higher  pay  on  incentive  program.  All 
majors  may  apply.  Gain  valuable 
business  experience.  No  experience 
necessary.  Management  opportunities 
available.  Two-Three-Four  Week 
Programs.  Full  time  and  part  time.  For 
interview  call, 


Nashua  Area 

(603)  891  -1545(1  -5pm) 


Worcester  Area 

(617)852-1680 


Subscribe  to  the 

STROBE! 

Yes,  beginning  next  semester,  you  can  have  Fitchburg  State  College's 
newspaper  delivered  to  you,  your  friends,  your  family,  or  even  your  pet 
fish.  We  will  mail  a  copy  to  you  each  week  that  the  Strobe  is  published. 

It's  a  great  way  to  stay  in  touch  with  what's  happening  while  you're 
student  teaching,  on  practicum,  or  if  you're  unable  to  pick  up  copies 
around  campus. 

The  cost  is  $5.00  for  the  spring  semester  -  1 1  issues.  Why  miss  a 
single  issue?  Send  a  check  for  $5.00  along  with  the  form  below  to  The 
Strobe,  Hammond  Building,  Fitchburg  State  College,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420. 


MAIL  TO: 

Name  


Address 
City   _ 


State 


Zip 
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The  Best  Christmas  Gift  Imaginable 


by  Tira  Gilchrest 

I  was  born  22  years  ago  on 
Christmas  Day,  becoming  what  my 
mother  calls  her  best  Christmas  gift 
ever.  Now  I  know  that's  corny,  but 
that's  what  she  said. 

At  that  time  in  1965,  my  family 
lived  in  New  York  City  and  I  wasn't 
due  to  arrive  for  another  month. 

Anyway,  everyone  (my  parents, 
grandparents,  three  brothers  and 
sister)  was  sitting  around  the  living 
room  opening  gifts.  You  can  probably 
imagine  what  that  was  like  with  four 
kids  in  the  room.  I'm  sure  wrapping 
paper  was  flying  around  the  room 
and  the  noise  level  was  deafening. 

Amid  the  commotion,  though,  my 
grandmother  noticed  secretive 
motioning  between  my  parents. 


Having  had  three  children  herself, 
my  grandmother  caught  on  quickly 
that  they  were  timing  contractions. 

Alarmed,  she  said,  "If  you're  in 
labor  you'd  better  get  to  the  hospital." 

Well,  I  can  just  imagine  what  the 
atmosphere  was  like  in  that  room  at 
the  word  "hospital."  Dead  silence. 

That's  when  my  mother  came  out 
with  the  line  everyone  in  my  family 
finds  necessary  to  repeat  every 
Christmas. 

"But  I  can't  leave  now,"  she  said. 
"There's  a  turkey  in  the  oven!" 

Now  I  guess  my  grandmother 
wanted  a  memorable  line  herself, 
because  she  quipped  "You've  got  an 
even  more  important  turkey  in  the 
oven,  and  it's  not  going  to  wait!" 
Back  in  1 965, 1  suppose  this  conver- 


sation   would   have   been   sitcom 
material  at  its  best. 

Hours  later  I  was  born  at  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital  in  Manhattan.  And  at 
that  point  I  had  already  managed  to 
alarm  my  grandmother,  divide  the 
family  on  a  very  special  holiday  and 
give  my  siblings  their  first  opportun- 
ity to  call  their  baby  sister  a  nuisance. 

Of  course  we  are  all  grown  up 
now.  But  every  year,  everyone  who 
was  there  on  that  "historic"  day  likes 
to  add  their  own  little  version  as  they 
remembered  it.  And  my  mother  still 
calls  me  her  Christmas  baby.  What 
can  I  say? 

I  protest  the  storytelling  every 
year  as  a  facade.  But  honestly,  I  must 
admit  that  Christmas  wouldn't  bemy 
birthday  without  it. 


Food  For  Thought?  Exactly. 


It's  3  a.m.,  you're  going  to  be  up  all 
night  studying  for  an  8:30  a.m.  final 
and  you  have  the  munchies.  All  the 
local  places  that  deliver  pizza  are 
closed.  Stepping  into  the  kitchen  is 
the  only  remaining  solution  for 
stress- induced  hunger. 

The  following  are  suggestions  for 
late  night  munchies.  They  are  not 
intended  to  be  healthful  or  nutritious 
and  are  purely  foods  to  be  eated  for 
fun.  The  menu,  please: 

Kosher  Mexican  Pizza-Cover  a 
matzo  cracker  with  salsa  and  then  a 
layer  of  grated  cheddar  cheese. 
Place  in  a  hot  oven  until  the  cheese 
melts.  Be  creative  and  add  your  own 
toppings.  This  also  works  well  if  you 
substitute  a  piece  of  pita  bread  for 
the  matzo  cracker. 

Cheese  Popcorn-Pop  popcorn  in 


your  preferred  manner,  open  a 
package  of  powdered  cheese  sauce 
from  a  bargain  box  of  macaroni  and 
cheese  and  sprinkle  the  powder  over 
the  popcorn.  If  you  plan  to  butter  the 
popcorn,  mix  the  powder  in  melted 
butter  and  then  pour  it  over  the 
popcorn. 

Fruit  Flavored  Popcorn-This  is 
the  same  as  cheese  popcorn,  only 
substitute  powdered  Jell-0  in  your 
favorite  flavor  for  the  cheese  sauce. 
Warning:  Eating  this  concoction  has 
been  know  to  turn  fingers  strange, 
vibrant  colors. 

Chicken  &  Rice-Boil  water  for 
Minute  Rice  adding  a  packet  of 
chicken  noodle  flavored  cup  of  soup 
when  you  add  the  butter.  Add  the 
rice  and  let  sit  for  60  seconds.  Stir 
and  eat. 
-Cynthia  Donovan 


Photo  courtesy  of  Denise  Popko 

The  Fenwicks  and  the  Neasylons  take  part  in  the  Alumni  Association 
telethon. 


Heading  Home 
for  the  Holidays 


by  Cynthia  Donovan 

Ah,  home.  That  place  were  you 
always  belong  but  seldom  go. 

Before  Thanksgiving,  I  was  filled 
with  curiosity,  anticipation,  excite- 
ment, fear  and  yes,  even  a  little 
dread.  Now  as  Christmas  approaches 
I  am  unable  to  put  a  label  on  my 
emotions. 

During  the  past  six  months  I  have 
spent  five  nights  at  home:  one  in  July, 
one  during  October  and  three  in 
November  during  Thanksgiving 
break.  College  students  are  not 
known  for  having  an  excess  of  free 
time  and  money  for  travel.  I  love  my 
family  and  enjoy  the  time  that  I  do 
spend  with  them  but  I  need  to  be 
somewhere  else  for  now. 

They  support  and  encourage  what 
I  am  doing  with  my  life,  even  if  they 
don't  understand  it.  Unfortunately 
the  more  time  spent  away  the  harder 
it  is  to  get  back  into  the  familygroove. 

Like  many  other  FSC  students,  I 
call  home  every  week.  If  my  mom 
has  not  received  a  call  by  late  Sunday 
night  she  calls  me.  Midweek  I  call 
my  grandmother  and  various  aunts 
and  cousins. 

Our  calls  are  filled  with  a  myriad 
of  information:  Amy  has  scoliosis, 
Michael  came  over  and  shampooed 
the  rugs  yesterday,  three  of  my  Aunt 
Mary's  cats  are  in  heat  and  Stephen 
was  selected  for  the  advanced  studies 
program  at  Milton  Academy. 

They  get  updates  on  my  life  as 
well.  When  I  get  the  second  highest 
grade  on  a  test,  break  up  with  my 
boyfriend,  flunk  a  class  or  discover  a 
superb  piece  of  literature,  NYNEX's 
services  are  utilized. 

We  share  as  much  as  possible,  but 
we  can't  make  the  connection.  Since 
I'm  never  there  to  see  things  happen 
for  myself,  I  only  get  updates.  Lately 
my  family  feels  as  close  and  real  as 
the  folks  on  a  TV  docudrama. 


When  my  family  and  1  do  unite,  it 
is  a  special  occasion.  Everyone  dons 
their  best  manners  and  kid  gloves. 
"Our  Cynthia's  home"  says  my  aunt 
Rose  and  all  at  once  I  become  the 
prodigal  daughter.  It's  okay  that  I'm 
never  around  as  they  forget  my 
faults  and  anything  I  say  or  do  is 
okay. 

I  appreciate  the  attention.  I  am 
even  glad  my  family  thinks  I'm 
special  but...I  long  to  be  part  of  the 
group  again.  What  I  want  most  for 
Christmas  is  for  a  member  of  my 
family  to  yell  at  me.  If  my  aunt  Mary 
would  complain  that  I  don't  visit  my 
grandmother  often  enough,  or  i  f  my 
mother  was  irate  because  I  left  my 
shoes  in  the  middle  of  the  living 
room  floor,  then  that  would  make 
me  happy. 

This  Christmas  my  uncle  Jimmy 
is  returning  home.  For  most  of  the 
family  his  visit  will  be  a  complete 
surprise.  His  last  visit  was  in  1971. 
Frankfurt,  Germany  is  even  farther 
away  from  Boston  than  Fitchburg. 
Jimmy's  absence  will  be  forgiven — 
they  love  him  and  he  belongs  at 
home. 

My  Christmas  stay  will  last  a 
week  and  with  any  luck,  Jimmy's 
return  will  overshadow  mine.  Perhaps 
then  someone  will  complain  about 
my  clumping  noisily  up  the  stairs  or 
send  me  out  in  the  snow  to  Lambert's 
Rainbow  Fruit  Market  for  turnips 
and  my  grandmother's  lottery  tickets. 

I  don't  want  to  belong  to  a 
cardboard,  well-mannered  TV  family. 
I  long  to  be  part  of  a  loud,  busy 
family  that  always  speaks  its  mind 
and  occasionally  steps  on  a  few  toes 
again. 

Home  is  where  I  will  always 
belong,  even  if  they  refuse  to  yell  at 
me. 


I'll  Take  That 


Photo  courtesy  of  Michael  Shanley 

FSC  President  Vincent  Mara  (left)  receives  a  $10,000  check  from 
Daniel  Mulkeen,  manager  of  industrial  relations  for  Raytheon's  Missile 
Systems  Division.  The  gift  was  part  of  Raytheon's  10-year,  $100,000 
commitment  to  the  colleae. 


FANTASTIC  SAVINGS! 

DIAMONDS,  GOLD, 
PRECIOUS  GEMS, 
SEMI-  PRECIOUS  GEMS 
AND  PEARLS 


VaOff 


VaOff 


All  Jewelry  with  student  I.D.  That's  right;  you  take 
half  off  the  ticketed  price!  Simply  show  your 
student  I.D.  card.  Finest  quality  guaranteed! 

LAYAWAY  NOW  FREE  FOR  CHRISTMAS  and 
while  you  are  in  the  store  REGISTER  FREE  TO 
WIN  A  DIAMOND  RING  WORTH  MORE 
THAN  $1000. 

Capri  Jewelers 

23  John  Fitch  Highway 
Fitchburg  (Corner  of  Summer  St. 
across  from  White  Knight  Pharmacy. 

Finest  Quality,  Lowest  Prices345-7885 
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PERSONALS 


The  Strobe  assumes  no  responsibility  foi  comments  in  this  section  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  Personals 


THE  STROBE 


Personals  are  available 
to  all  FSC  students 


And  you  Q>m  been 
/ime 

Man. 

am  I  supposed 


on  Thanks  for 
deserve 


To  Me, 

telling  myselt  it's  not  as  hard  as  it 
seems 

Scooter  and  Wolf. 
Please! 


To  Rat  Morn. 
Lookl  It's  the  rat  signal 
TKin 


What  you  want,  baby  I  got  it.  All  I 
wont  is  a  little  r-e-s-p-e-c-t! 


Carta  how's  the  caddy?  El  wants 
to  borrow  it  to  get  milk. 
127  Cedar, 

Rhonda. 

How  many  real  friends  have  you 

gor?- 

Just  wondering 


Beginning  next  semester,  the 

Strobe  will  charge  25  cents 
per  personal. 


Hey  Arch,  what  time  is  it? 
Swatch 

Amy, 

Oh...no   my  teeth  are  soggy. 

Whatever  shall  I  do? 

Roommate 

To  my  admirer, 

Here  is  your  personal!  So  where  is 
mine,  explaining  what" s  going  on? 
Love,  Dave 

The  Irish  are  Coming. 
A  princess 


To  the  second  floor  at  the  College 
Inn:  Have  a  nice  Christmas.  We 
can't  wait  'til  you  get  back! 
Love,  BC,  JM,  TT  and  MS 

BobL. 

From  all  of  us  in  Townhouse  106: 
HAPPY  BIRTHDAY!  Oh,  and  how 
does  it  feel  to  own  one  wallet? 


Darlene, 

Here's  that  personal.  Oh,  by  the 

way,  spectacular  light  show. 

AB 


METRO  SOUTH 
TICKET  AGENCY 


Celtics 
Bruins 

Concerts 


Call  (617)  238-8577  or  238-8578 


BE  SURE  TO  MENTION  FITCHBURG  STATE! 


COULD  YOU  USE 

EXTRA 

$  MONEY  $ 

TODAY? 

WORK-A- 
DAY 

Central  Plaza,  Fitchburg 

6  a.m.  to  6 :30  p.m. 

345-21 20 


DECEMBER  9-22 


WEDNESDAY,  Dec.  9 

MOCKTAILS  &  ALCOHOL 
INFORMATION:  Stop  by 
G-lobby  today  or 
tomorrow  between 
11am  and  2pm  and 
broaden  your 
perspective.  Sponsored 
by  the  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Awareness  Committee. 

SENIOR  LUNCHEON: 
Noon,  Pub. 

FILM  "Scrooge,"  3:30,  7  & 
9:15pm,  CCLH. 

FSC  WINTER  CONCERT: 
Tonight  at  7:30pm  in 
Weston  Auditorium. 


THURSDAY,  Dec.  10 

CONTEMPORARY 
VIETNAM:  A  slide  show 
will  be  presented  by 
Nancy  Wiegersma  today 
at  1:30pm  in  the  CCLH. 
Open  to  the  public. 

DANCESponsored  by 
the  Programs 
Committee.  All  ages 
welcome  8pm,  Holmes 
Dining  Commons. 

PLAY:  >lScrcoge," 
presented  by  Stage 
Right  Theater  Club. 
Tonight  at  8pm  in 
Weston  Auditorium. 


FRIDAY,  Dec.  11 

LAST  DAY  OF  CLASSES 
FOR  DAY  SCHOOL 
STUDENTS. 

PLAY:  "Scrooge,"  8pm, 
Weston  Auditorium. 

TGIF  PARTY:  4:30pm,  Pub. 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY: 
Sponsored  by  the 
Cultural  Society.  8pm  in 
the  Pub. 


SATURDAY,  Dec.  12 
GRADUATE  RECORD 
EXAMS:  8am,  Thompson 
Hall  1st  floor. 

PLAY:  "Scrooge,"  2pm, 
Weston  Auditorium. 

CHRISTMAS  MASS  8pm, 
Percival  Auditorium. 
Immediately  following,  a 
reception  will  be  held  in 
the  ActMties  Room  at 
the  Newman  Center. 


SUNDAY,  Dec.  13 

OPEN  GYM:  Noon  to 
4pm,  Parkinson  Gym.  No 
charge.  FSC  ID  needed. 


SEMI-ANNUAL 
LITHOGRAPHY  EXHIBIT: 
2pm-4:30pm,  Conlon 
Arts  Room  230, 
refreshments  will  be 
served. 

FAMILY  CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT:  The  Thayer 
Conservatory  Orchestra 
will  perform  at  3pm 
today  in  Weston 
Auditorium.  Student 
tickets  are  free  with  a 
valid  FSC  ID.  Tickets  must 
be  picked  up  at  the 
Campus  Center 
Information  Desk  in 
advance.  For  General 
Admission  ticket 
information  call 
368-0041. 


MONDAY,  Dec.  14 

FINAL  EXAMS  BEGIN 
TODAY 


TUESDAY,  Dec.  15 


WEDNESDAY,  Dec.  16 

"THE  CONV1NCER,"  9am- 
3pm,  G-lobby. 

ACC  CURRICULUM 
COMMITTEE  MTG: 
3:30pm,  G-06. 

ACC  STUDENT  AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE  MTG: 
3:30pm,  G-04. 


THURSDAY,  Dec.  17 


FRIDAY,  Dec.  18 


SATURDAY,  Dec.  19 


SUNDAY,  Dec.  20 

OPEN  GYM:  Noon-4pm, 
Parkinson  Gym.  No 
charge.  FSC  ID  needed. 


MONDAY,  Dec.  21 


TUESDAY,  Dec.  22 

FINAL  EXAMS  END 
TODAY. 
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COMMENTARY 


None  of  the  Above? 


b)  James  G.  Salsman 

Last  week's  debate  among  the  1 2 
presidential  candidates  w  as  no  debate 
at  all.  To  one  degree  or  another,  all 
advocated  more  taxes  and  or  bigger 
government  With  one  potential 
exception,  none  offers  anv  solution 
to  today  "s  economic  problem's  caused 
\emment  intervention. 

The  democratic  party  is  most 
pathetic.  It  features  the  father  of  the 
:  percent  surtax.  Governor  Mike 
Dukakis,  boastfully  taking  credit  for 
a  Massachusetts  economic  miracle 
which  he  did  nothing  to  bring  about 
and  every  thing  to  prevent. 

Then  there's  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
who.  aside  from  being  quasi-social- 
ist, campaigns  against  racism  while 
asking  to  be  viewed  as  the  voice  of 
"Black  America."  which  apparently 
is  monolithic  in  its  views. 

Senator  Albert  Gore,  the  "pro- 
tfcfense"  democrat  (if  there  even  is 
such  a  thing),  is  labeled  as  such  only 
because  he.  unlike  his  colleagues, 
doesn't  consistently  oppose  every 
proposed  addition  to  the  US  defense 
arsenal.  But  he  does  come  close. 

Senator  Paul  Simon,  the  bowtie 
candidate,  is  unique  only  for  his  taste 
in  fashion,  or  lack  thereof.  He 
advocates  all  the  same  programs  and 
new  spending  that  his  rivals  would 
also  impose  on  the  nation's  taxpayers 
who  are  already  bearing  the  heavy 
burden  of  the  welfare  state. 

A  student  of  the  Walter  Mondale 
School  of  Political  Suicide,  Governor 
Bruce  Babbitt  is  the  champion  of 
higher  taxes.  A  lax  increase  may  be 
necessary   to  eliminate  the  deficit. 


but  before  the  politicians  can  right- 
fulls  call  for  new  taxes,  they  should 
first  try  cutting  back  the  size  of 
government. 

However,  Governor  Babbitt,  like 
his  rivals,  has  yet  to  entertain  this 
possibility. 

Representative  Richard  Gephardt, 
the  proud  protectionist,  would  erect 
massive  trade  barriers  and  protect 
American  industry  from  competition 
and  consumers  from  low  prices.  His 
approach  would  return  us  to  the 
good  old  days  of  the  Smoot-Hawley 
tariff  and  the  Great  Depression. 

Then  there's  the  republicans,  who 
are  hardly  inspiring  either. 

They're  led  by  George  Bush,  who 
lavishes  extravagant  praise  on 
Reaganomics.  The  vice-president  is 
a  typical  status-quo  republican  who 
sees  no  wrong  in  Reagan's  policy  of 
doubling  the  national  debt. 

General  Haig,  another  candidate, 
deserves  some  credit  for  at  least 
having  the  integrity  to  find  fault  with 
the  present  administration.  This  kind 
of  honesty,  though,  is  a  death  knell  in 
the  party  which  is  still  in  love  with 
Ronald  Reagan. 

Senator  Robert  Dole  is  a  pragmatic, 
unprincipled  compromiser.  His  failed 
agriculture  program  is  the  fastest 
growing  item  in  the  entire  federal 
budget,  and  it  was  he  who  sponsored 
the  largest  tax  increase  in  US  history. 
Bob  Dole  is  living  proof  that  there  is 
no  profound  difference  between  the 
two  major  parties. 

Representative  Jack  Kemp  does 
want  to  cut  taxes,  but  he  would  do  so 
even  if  spending  s  not  cut  (in  fact,  in 
most  cases  he  favors  more  spending, 


LETTERS 


Cars  and  Headaches 


To  the  Editor 

I  wonder  how  many  of  you  who 
read  this  letter  will  be  as  embarrassed 
■  as  I  was  this  evening  to  discover  how 
many  Fitchburg  ordinances  I  didn't 
know  or  understand  to  the  extent  I 
should  have. 

There  are  the  more  obvious  no- 
nos,  such  as  ordinances  dealing  with 
handicapped  parking  spaces,  block- 
ing wheelchair  ramps,  tow-zone/no 
parking  areas  and  double  and  all 
night  parking. 

But,  what  about  these  specific 
details?  No  parking  within  1 0  feet  of 
a  hydrant;  parking  within  five  feet  of 
a  driveway  or  alley;  right  wheels  not 
at  curb.  Even  parking  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  street  is  a  no-no.  I  never 
thought  anyone  cared. 

As  for  parking,  that  goes  way 
back.  At  the  turn  of  the  century,  with 
growing  affluence  and  urbanization, 
the  world  was  terrified  of  a  growing 
and  seemingly  insoluble  problem— 
what  to  do  with  the  mountains — nay, 
Alps!  of  burgeoning  horse  manure. 


Well,  we  know  what  happened  with 
that  problem. 

Now  the  matter  of  car  parking. 

An  ex-Manhattanite,  when  I 
moved  to  Fitchburg  over  30  years 
agp  to  a  tenement  far  up  Mt.  Vernon 
Street,  I  was  so  thankful  during  the 
winter  months  that  each  evening  I 
could  drive  down  and  park  at  Depot 
Square,  then  in  the  morning  go  down 
and  move  my  FraseF  before  meter 
time. 

But  later  when  I  moved  to  Blossom 
Street  three  long  blocks  from  campus, 
I  drove  to  school  and  would  have 
liked  to  park  in  the  Thompson  Hall 
lobby. 

And  now  the  real  problems.  I'm 
surprised  to  find  how  few  FSC-ers 
park  on,  say,  close-by  Lincoln  Street, 
which  has  homes  on  only  one  side. 
And  then  I  suppose  another  solution 
would  be  to  hire  a  chauffeured 
limousine. 

Or  move  the  campus,  or... 

Sincerely, 
L.P.  Shepherd 


not  less). 

It  is  this  kind  of  supply-side 
delusion  that  will  speed  this  nation  to 
bankruptcy  faster  than  even  Reagan 
ever  could  have. 

Then  there's  Pat  Robertson,  the 
single  worst  candidate  in  the  race. 
His  irrational,  religious  sermonizing 
on  abortion  would  seek  to  enslave 
women  and  return  America  to  the 
intellectual  climate  of  the  Middle 
Ages. 

It  is  a  credit  to  the  common  sense 
of  the  American  voter  that  if  Robert- 
son is  nominated  he  will  be  over- 
whelmingly rejected  by  a  public 
which  knows  that  government  and 
religion  shouldn't  mix. 

Governor  Pete  du  Pont  is  a  high 
point  in  the  race.  Offering  reasoned 
proposals  on  such  subjects  as  agricul- 
ture and  Social  Security,  he  is  the 
only  candidate  offering  any  real, 
substantial  alternative  to  the  failed 
policies  of  the  other  contenders. 

Du  Pont,  however,  lacks  a  consis- 
tent, principled  approach  crucial  to 
any  serious  political  platform,  and 
without  a  firm  intellectual  rationale 
for  reducing  the  size  of  government 
this  decent  goal  will  never  be 
achieved.  The  jury  is  still  out  on  du 
Pont,  but  he  must  be  credited  for  his 
courageous  rationality. 

With  the  hopeful  exception  of 
Governor  du  Pont,  the  1988  presi- 
dential field  is  a  dismal  race  among 
candidates  who  differ  in  style,  not 
substance.  One  must  resist  cynicism, 
and  realize  that  better  candidates 
will  surface  when  better  ideas 
become  popular  and  America  is 
ready  for  real  change. 


Strobe  Commended 

Dear  Editor: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  congratulate 
the  Strobe  staff  for  a  semester  of 
newspaper  work  well  done.  I  wish 
especially  to  commend  the  editors 
for  the  excellent  Commentary  page 
in  the  Nov.  25  issue  containing  the 
views  of  Dr.  Shirley  Wagner  and 
student,  James  Salsman.  This  is  the 
kind  of  college  paper  activity  that 
reflects  very  favorably  on  the  quality 
of  the  student  body. 

Again,  congratulations  and  keep 
up  the  good  work. 

Sincerely, 

Vincent  J.  Mara 

FSC  President 


Give  credit  to  FitchPIRG 


by  Bill  Wood 

FitchPIRG  wants  interns  and 
others  looking  for  practical  exper- 
ience working  on  consumer  and 
environmental  issues.  As  an  intern 
for  FitchPIRG,  the  FSC  chapter  of 
MASSPIRG,  you  can  earn  course 
credit  while  developing  skills  in 
public  speaking,  writing,  organizing, 
research  and  coordinating  legislative 
campaigns. 

This  semester,  students  at  the  30 
MASSPIRG  chapters  around  the  state 
worked  on  a  bill  to  get  towns  and 
cities  to  test  their  drinking  water 
supplies. 

In  addition,  MASSPIRG  organized 
a  campaign  to  attack  the  hunger 
problem,  carried  out  local  consumer 
surveys,  conducted  energy  awareness 
campaigns  and  worked  on  campus 
recycling  programs. 

MASSPIRG's  Board  of  Directors 
will  soon  vote  on  a  host  of  project 
proposals  for  the  spring  semester. 
MASSPIRG,   the   Massachusetts 


Public  Interest  Research  Group,  is  a 
student-run  organization  that  has 
become  the  largest  citizen  advocacy 
group  in  the  state. 

The  Board  of  Directors  consists  of 
students  from  each  of  the  30  campus 
chapters,  including  two  students  from 
FSC. 

Students  should  sign  up  now  for 
course  credit  internships  to  work  on 
projects  in  the  spring.  Proposed 
projects  include  a  voter  registration 
drive,  child  care  legislation,  a  "hunger 
cleanup"  and  toxic  use  reduction 
legislation. 

Faculty  in  various  departments  at 
FSC  sponsor  internships,  including 
economics,  political  science,  biology, 
English  and  business  departments. 

You  should  stop  by  the  FitchPIRG 
office  in  the  Hammond  Building, 
room  B-22,  to  pick  up  an  application 
and  brochure.  The  internship  is  a 
three-credit  course,  requiring  8-10 
hours  of  work  per  week  and  interns 
normally  direct  one  of  the  projects  of 
legislative  campaigns. 


Thanking  All  Callers 


Subscribe 

to  the 
Strobe  — 

The 

Perfect 

Christmas 

Gift 


To  the  Editor: 

Denise  Ehnstrom,  my  colleague 
and  friend,  keeps  telling  me  that  my 
child  will  be  born  with  a  telethon 
phone  in  his  or  her  ear.  I'm  beginning 
to  wonder. 

However,  if  my  child  is  half  as 
wonderful  as  the  student  volunteers 
I've  worked  with  during  this  fall's 
telethon,  I  will  be  a  most  lucky 
"mom"  indeed.  The  best  part  of  the 
telethon,  for  me,  continues  to  be 
having  the  opportunity  to  work  with 
such  kind,  considerate  and  fun-loving 
FSC  students. 

This  fall's  telethon  began  Sept.  20 
and  ran  until  Nov.  19.  Whew!  After 
23  calling  nights  and  with  the  help  of 
nearly  300  volunteers,  over  $73,000 
was  raised  in  pledges  in  support  of 
the  many  alumni  and  campus  pro- 
grams and  activities  which  the  alumni 
association  sponsors. 

My  sincere  gratitude  to  all  who 
helped  make  this  fall's  telethon  such 
a  huge  success.  This  year  was  a 
banner  year  for  caller  participation 
from  our  faculty  and  our  alumni 
whose  support  and  assistance  is  vital 
to  our  growing  program.  However, 
our  major  source  of  caller  support 
continues  to  come  from  our  wonder- 
ful student  groups,  clubs,  fraternities 
and  sororities. 

After  all  figures  were  in,  all  group 
and  individual  tallies  compiled,  and 
arrangments  for  the  appreciation 
and  awards  reception  made,  the 
Special  Education  Club  pulled  ahead 
to  obtain  the  honor  of  top  calling 
group.  They  managed  to  bring  in  a 
one-night  total  of  $6,024,  $  1 , 1 54  of 
that  vas  made  by  club  member  and 
top  caller  for  the  fall,  Maria  Little. 

There  are  so  many  individuals  and 
groups  to  which  I,  and  the  alumni, 
owe  sincere  thanks.  Listed  below  are 
just  a  few  of  those  who  deserve  the 
highest  of  recognition. 

Marguerite  Ryan  and  the  Special 
Education  Club 

Judy  Brenner  and  the  Sociology 
Club 

President  Mara  and  members  of 


the  FSC  Staff  &  Administration 
Willy  Tripp  and  the  Fenwicks 
Tony  Tremblay,  Andy  Weisman 
and  the  Esoteric  Society 

Steve  Therrien  and  the  Industrial 
Arts  &  Science  Departments 

Brenda  Choquette  and  the  Tokalon 
Society 

Tom  Mara,  Scott  Bodamer  and 
our  Student  Ambassadors 

Janet  Campion  and  the  Neasylon 
Society 

Gail  Gray,  Andrea  Fiore  and  the 
Adelphian  Society 

Patricia  Winston  and  the  Nursing 
Student  Association 

Patrick  Mack  and  the  Student 
Government  Association 

Andy  Baron  and  the  Strobe  Staff 

Angelique  Kenney  and  the  Year- 
book Staff 

Jon  Giannetti  and  members  of 
Club  COMM/MED 

Cynthia  Hasey  and  the  Scrimshaw 
Staff 

Dr.  Peter  Hogan  and  the  Behavior 
Science  faculty  &  students 

Jerry  Johnson  and  the  Computer 
Science  Club 

Dr.  Bob  Champlin,  Steve  Clair 
and  the  Geography  Club 

Becky  Richards,  Arnold  Brown 
and  the  Honors  Club 

Nancy  Ellerson  and  the  Med- 
Tech.  Club 

Michele  Burke  and  the  Philodemic 
Society 

Bruce  Williams  and  the  Gaveleer 
Society 

Dr.  Lee  DeNike  and  the  Com- 
munications/Media faculty 

Phil  Moore  and  the  Soc.  for  the 
Advan.  of  Management 

Scott  Eaton,  Student  at  Large 

Faculty  members;  Erwin  Palley, 
Rita  Driscoll,  Jean  Worfolk,  Augus- 
tine Aryee. 

And  a  special  thanks  to  the  Alumni 
Association's  volunteer,  work  study 
and  college  staff- who  braved  my 
moodiness  and  the  vast  amount  of 
paperwork. 

Sincerely, 

Denise  Popko 
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The  Great  Rock  'n'  Roll  Swindle 


by  Tony  Lorenzen 

This  is  the  story  of  one  bondage 
retailer  who  decides  to  form  and 
manage  a  rock  'n'  roll  band  and  get 
rich.  I'm  not  sure  exactly  how  much, 
if  anything,  the  dwarf  had  to  do  with 
it. 

In  order  to  take  the  world  by  storm 
however,  he  must  come  up  with  a 
sure  fire  hit.  If  any  of  this  sounds 
familiar  it's  because  this  is  a  true 
story  as  this  is  what  happened  in 
England  about  10  years  ago.  The 
band  was  the  Sex  Pistols. 

And  now  for  our  story.  The  evil 
villian  bondage  retailer  Malcolm 
McLaren  gathers  a  bunch  of  lads 
together  has  them  thrash  at  drums 
and  electric  guitars  and  sells  them  to 
an  unsuspecting  world.  Meanwhile 
the  great  detective  hero  guitar  player 
Steve  Jones  is  hot  on  his  trail. 

As  McLaren  tries  to  swindle  the 
band,  three  different  record  compan- 
ies, the  press,  the  public,  and  himself, 
Mr.  Jones  follows  his  steps  closely 
but  never  quite  catches  him. 

"So  what,"  you  say  to  yourself 
"this  sounds  like  a  stupid  Rock  and 
Roll  Mickey  Spillane  novel."  Well 
you're  right  but  that's  not  all  there  is 
to  it.  The  film  is  also  presented  as  the 
first  "how  to"  rock  'n'  roll  instruction- 
al video.  For  those  of  you  who  may 
be  interested,  here's  the  ten  steps  to 
follow  (as  recommended  by  McLaren) 
to  form  your  own  punk  band: 


LESSON  1:  Get  guys  that  look  the 
part.  It  doesn't  matter  that  they  can't 
play.  John  Lydon  had  green  teeth 
hence  Johnny  Rotten. 

LESSON  2:  Build  up  the  name. 
Hype  your  band  as  much  as  possible. 
Don't,  however,  play  any  venue 
where  the  press  will  see  the  band 
because  it's  still  too  early  for  anyone 
to  find  out  the  boys  can't  play.  Stick 
to  strip  joints,  opium  parlors  and  hip 
parties. 

LESSON  3:  Get  a  lawyer  who  has 
nothing  to  do  with  music  and  cares 
about  it  even  less.  Have  him  sell  the 
idea  that  a  band  that  can't  play  is 
better  than  one  that  can.  Have  him 
sign  you  the  biggest  label  you  can 
find.  It  is  at  this  point  detective  Jones 
finds  swindle  documents  in  Mc- 
Laren's safe  but  they  do  him  no  good 
because  he  can't  read. 

LESSON  4:  Build  hatred.  The 
more  parents  hate  it  the  more  kids 
will  love  it.  Build  up  nice  strong  hate 
before  the  record  comes  out.  Get  the 
band  on  a  TV  show  but  have  them 
pull  out  of  it  at  the  last  second.  It's 
still  too  early  for  everyone  to  know 
they  can't  play. 

LESSON  5:  How  to  steal  as  much 
money  from  the  record  company  as 
you  can  as  quick  as  possible.  Get 
huge  contract  but  have  the  band  be 
such  a  public  embarrassment  that 
therecordcompanyhas  to  drop  them. 
This  forces  them  to  pay  off  the 
remainder  of  the  contract  and  leaves 


your  act  free  to  sign  an  even  bigger 
deal  with  the  next  sucker...  uh...record 
company. 

LESSON  6:  How  to  become  the 
world's  biggest  tourist  attraction. 
Exploit  current  events  like  the 
Queens  Jubilee.  "God  save  the  Queen 
cuz  tourists  are  money!"  Make  the 
band  into  Public  Enemy  No.  1. 

LESSON  7:  Cultivate  more  hatred. 
Stage  a  huge  tour  in  your  home 
country  and  have  the  band  not  even 
show  up  for  the  most  important  gigs. 

LESSON  9:  (You  were  expecting 
these  people  to  be  able  to  count?) 
Take  civilization  by  storm.  Now  that 
you've  conquered  your  own  country, 
move  on  to  the  rest  of  the  world  and 
repeat  lessons  one  through  seven. 

LESSON  10:  Who  Killed  Bambi? 
Have  the  band  break  up  suddenly 
saying  they  hate  each  other.  Have 
imbecile  bassist  kill  girlfriend  and 
self.  Make  a  movie  of  steps  one 
through  10. 

Improbable  you  say.  Well  this  is 
the  story  of  the  Sex  Pistols  and  it 
really  happened.  One  thing  you  notice 
right  away  is  how  good  the  guy  who 
played  Sid  in  "Sid  and  Nancy"  was 
and  how  bad  everything  else  in  that 
movie  was.  As  far  as  cinematography 
goes,  the  animation  was  cute;  the 
editing,  sound  and  everything  else 
was  terrible.  I  also  loved  it! 

Now  to  find  a  guy  with  green 
teeth,  a  skinny  heroin  addict  with  a 
swastika  tee  shirt  and  a  drummer! 


Boston  Gives  Band  a  Squeeze 


Walking  into  the  Wang  Center  to 
see  a  concert  Wednesday,  Nov.  1 8, 
was  like  stepping  back  in  time. 

Men  in  tuxedos  took  our  tickets 
and  directed  us  to  the  lobby  as  the 
room  was  full  of  people  buying 
drinks  and  t-shirts,  totally  oblivious 
to  the  sculptured  nymphs  and  marble 
floors  around  them. 

And  then  came  the  band  Squeeze, 
who  started  right  in  with  "Goodbye 
Girl"  before  blending  to  "Annie  Get 
Your  Gun."  Squeeze  set  a  light  and 
jumpy  pace,  as  they  mixed  old  songs 
with  new. 

Except  for  a  little  kidding  around, 
they  played  continuously  for  75 
minutes.  Most  of  the  songs  from  the 
album  Singles  and  45's  were  played. 
"Is  That  Love,"  "Another  Nail  In  My 
Heart"  and  "Black  Coffee  In  Bed" 


were  among  them.  From  their  newest 
album  Babylon  and  On,  "Prisoner," 
"Footprints"  and  "Trust 

Me  To  Open  My  Mouth"  were 
performed.  Chris  Difford  took  over 
singing  duties  for  "Cool  For  Cats" 
and  "Striking  Matches." 

The  group  played  two  encores 
consisting  of  "If  I  Didn't  Love  You," 
"Tempted"  and  new  hit,  "Hourglass." 
The  crowd  still  screamed  for  more, 
but  it  seemed  as  if  Boston  wore 
Squeeze  out,  for  the  lights  came  up 
and  the  crowd  filtered  out  to  the 
streets  of  Boston. 

The  Silencers  opened  the  show 
and  played  for  45  minutes.  The 
group  played  the  tunes  "I  See  Red" 
and  "Celtic  Blues"  in  their  set. 

-Jill  Naughton 


Sophie's  Choice  Goes 
Back  in  Time 


by  Thomas  Morrow 

With  a  sappy,  mushy  title  like 
Sophie's  Choice,  many  people  would 
think  this  VCR  film  was  just  romantic 
nonsense,but  appearances  tend  to  be 
deceiving,  with  criticism  being  mis- 
judged. 

This  unusual  story  is  set  in 
Manhattan,  NY,  in  a  Victorian  house 
a  few  years  after  the  Holocaust  of 
World  Warn. 

The  main  character  is  Sophie 
(Meryl  Streep),  a  pale  Swedish-look- 
ing Jewish  girl,  with  hair  of  gold 
ringlets  and  blue,  innocent  eyes. 
Sophie  has  just  fled  from  war-torn 
Germany,  which  was  being  overrun 
by  members  of  the  Third  Reich  and 
the  insane  Hitler. 

While  researching  in  a  New  York 
library,  still  suffering  from  malnutri- 
tion from  her  experiences  in  a  filthy 
prison  camp,  Sophie  suddenly  faints 
after  some  rude  comments  by  a 
nerdy  librarian,  who  refuses  to  give 
out  any  information  on  literary  giant 
Emile  Dickinson  (actually  the  poet 
Emily  Dickinson). 

She  is  soon  revived  by  a  sparkling- 
eyed  and  dashingly-attired  Errol 
Flynn  look-alike  (Kevin  Kline). 

Luminous  yellow  sparks  are 
generated  and  a  loving  relationship 
is  consummated  as  Kline  takes  the 
sickly  girl  under  his  large  wings  and 
nurses  her  back  to  health  in  his 
spacious  Victorian  apartment. 
Forty  eight  hours  later,  a  new 


tenant  arrives,  trying  trying  to  find 
some  atmosphere  for  his  up-and- 
coming  book.  He  moves  in  a  floor 
below  them  and  in  an  ensuing 
fistfight,  tries  to  protect  the  honor  of 
Sophie  from  the  verbal  harassments 
of  the  whiskey-soaked  Kline. 

This  movie  was  rather  enthralling 
and  compelling.  The  Victorian 
house's  walls  were  so  striking  that 
you  just  had  to  pay  attention  to  the 
plot  and  cast,  going  from  tears  to 
ecstatic  joys. 

This  movie  was  a  little  too  lengthy 
however.and  there  were  some  atro- 
cious, half-hearted  attempts  of 
characterizations  by  some  dim-witted 
performers. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  crisp 
dialogue  seemed  to  drip  from  some 
of  the  actors  loquacious  lips,  setting 
the  motion  of  the  show,  making  it 
lively  and  mystifying. 

Meryl  Streep  was  perfectly  type 
cast  as  the  naive  Jewish  victim.  Her 
German  accent  was  impeccable  and 
maybe  just  a  little  stagey  and 
affected  but  you  were  able  to  sense 
the  atrocities  she  faced. 

Kevin  Kline  (Cry  Of  Freedom,  The 
Big  Chill)  delivered  a  flamboyant 
performance  as  Sophie's  drug- 
addicted  boyfriend. 

This  movie  may  not  have  been 
absolutely  perfect  but  it  was  enter- 
taining, winning  an  Academy  Award. 
Out  of  a  scale  of  1  to  10,  this  flick 
receives  an  honorable  8. 


Continued  from  page  1 

Need  for  Racial 
Integration 

Washington  staged  by  the  white 
antibusers  were  similar  to  those 
staged  by  the  black  cival  rights 
movement  of  the  1960's. 

The  whites  founded  alternative 
schools  such  as  South  Boston  Heights 
Academy.  In  the  1960's,  blacks 
founded  "freedom  schools"  in  an 
attempt  to  give  their  children  the 
education  they  deserved.  The  fight 
took  on  a  life  of  its  own"  and 
remained  the  central  focus  of  many 
lives  for  more  than  three  years. 


The  Subject  of 
Much  Question 


by  Jill  Naughton 

My  mother  has  always  liked 
Andrew  Wyeth's  paintings.  I  suppose 
that  her  tastes  have  influenced  mine. 
So  last  month  when  I  heard  that 
Wyeth's  Helga  pictures  would  be  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in  Boston,  I 
decided  to  go. 

As  we  stood  in  line  for  our  1  p.m. 
admission,  we  watched  stuffy  art 
goers  pass  by  us — the  type  of  people 
who  could  analyze  a  squashed  bug 
for  symbolism. 

It  just  so  happened  we  had  a  few 
of  them  in  front  of  us.  They  really 
didn't  appreciate  ourviews  of  Helga 
as  we  were  discussing  why  someone 
would  paint  such  a  homely  woman 
so  many  times.  The  paintings  were 
beautiful  but  we  just  questioned  the 
subject. 

The  pictures  were  interesting 
because  they  were  done  in  stages. 
The  first  one  would  be  an  extremely 
rough  draft,  then  the  next  picture 
would  be  a  little  more  detailed  until 
four  pictures  later,  there  was  the 
finished  painting. 


In  1971,  Andrew  Wyeth  began 
sketching  and  painting  his  neighbor 
Helga  Testorf.  There  are  more  than 
240  pictures,  1 40  of  which  are  on 
display  in  Boston.  Wyeth  painted 
Helga  in  secrecy  for  over  1 5  years 
and  a  few  years  ago  he  decided  to 
show  some  of  his  works. 

The  paintings  are  beautiful,  despite 
the  stark,  bleak  colors  that  Wyeth 
used.  In  some  pictures  Helga  was  an 
attractive  woman.  It's  easy  to  see 
why  Wyeth  painted  her,  as  she  show: 
a  lot  Of  emotion  in  her  face 

The  exhibit  was  a  great  cultural 
experience  for  all  of  us,  even  though 
we  made  jokes  about  the  nudes.  We 
did  appreciate  the  pictures,  we  just 
felt  that  we  didn't  have  to  spend  half 
an  hour  on  each  picture,  scrutinizing 
each  brush  stroke. 

Wyeth's  Helga  Pictures  will  be  on 
display  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
in  Boston  until  Jan.  3,  1988.  Tickets 
should  be  reserved  due  to  the  popu 
larity  of  the  exhibit.  For  tickets,  call 
any  Teletron. 
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FSC  Skaters  Remain  Undefeated 

Take  Big  Win  Over  SMU 


b>  Ben  Hampton 

w  ith  evetyone  boning  up  for 
finals,  ihe  FSC  hockey  team  passed 
two  \ery  big  tests  and.  as  of  Dec  3, 
cd  a  4-0- 1  record. 

Their  first  tost  came  against 
MASCAC  n\al  Framingham  State 
The  last  time  these  two  met  was  in 
the  Di\ision  III  semifinals  and  the 
Falcons  came  out  on  top  4-3.  This 
time  the  result  was  another  win,  this 
time  b>  an  8-3  score 

The  Falcons  came  out  roaring  in 
the  first  period  by  scoring  six  goals 
The  Rams  came  back  with  two  of 
their  own  in  the  second  but  FSC 
totalis  dominated  the  game. 

Scoring  for  the  Falcons  were  Joe 
Gurney.  Jim  Norwood,  Vin  Pino 
I  first  goal  as  a  Falcon).  Tom  Coady, 
Ken  Hew  son.  Barry  Piecewicz.  Tom 
Curley  and  Dave  Gecoya.  Gecoya 
also  scored  his  first  goal  as  a  Falcon 
u  hen  he  blasted  a  slapshot  from  the 
red  line  past  the  Framingham  goalie. 
Tom  Tobin  picked  up  the  win  in  net. 


Against  Southern  Maine,  five 
Falcons  scored  as  FSC  won  their 
third  straight  5-2.  Scoring  were  Jack 
Dal) .  Joe  Gumey.  Bill  Martin,  Ken 
Hew  son,  and  Barry  Piecewicz.  Steve 
Kura  picked  up  his  first  win  of  the 
season  in  net. 

Then  there  was  The  Game.  With 
the  high  school  Turkey  day  games 
two  days  away,  FSC  faced  off  in  a 
rematch  of  last  year's  Division  III 
finals  against  Southeastern  Mass. 
University. 

FSC  had  home  ice  and  a  seven- 
game  losing  streak  vs.  SMU  to 
avenge.  And  before  a  packed  Civic 
Center  crowd,  the  Falcons  disposed 
of  the  Corsairs  3-2. 

SMU  started  off  the  scoring  with  a 
goal  at  2:33  of  the  first  period.  The 
scoring  stayed  at  1-0  until  4:20  of 
the  second  period  when  SMU  got  a 
power  play  goal.  Mike  Mscisz  scored 
first  for  FSC  at  19:19  of  the  second 
with  Tom  Coady  assisting  on  the 
play. 

Mscisz  tied  up  the  score  at  11:13 


of  the  third  period  on  a  power  play 
goal  from  Jack  Daly  and  Steve 
Sullivan.  Then  captain  Tom  Curley 
scored  the  game  winner  at  1 5:32  on 
another  power  play  as  he  jammed 
home  a  loose  puck  between  the 
goalie  and  the  goal  post.  Tom  Tobin's 
record  was  held  spotless  as  he 
received  the  victory. 

With  that  victory,  the  Falcons 
(who  were  ranked  fourth)  had  beaten 
every  team  ranked  ahead  of  them  in 
the  preseason  polls:  Curry,  Framing- 
ham State  and  SMU. 

Coming  back  from  Thanksgiving, 
the  Falcons  went  to  Connecticut  to 
play  Connecticut  College  and  came 
back  with  a  5-5  tie.  The  Falcons 
twice  had  2-goal  leads  but  CC  fought 
back  for  the  split.  Scoring  for  FSC 
were  Matt  Hernon,  Joe  Gurney, 
Steve  Sullivan  (twice)  and  Tom 
Curley. 

The  Falcons  will  be  playing  four 
games  over  break  and  will  be  at 
home  Jan.  5  and  Jan.  18. 


Intramural  flag  football  champs. 


Strobe  photo  by  Kathy  Moore 


by  Rich  Levy 


Men's  Hoop  Comes  Up  Short 


The  men's  basketball  team  has 
started  its  new  season  with  five 
consecutive  losses,  four  of  those 
coming  on  the  road.  Coach  James 
Conlee  expected  a  slow  start,  though 
and  said  that  he  remains  optimistic 
for  the  rest  of  the  season. 

FSC's  season  opened  Nov.  20  at  a 
Rochester,  NY,  tournament.  The 
Falcons  lost  to  host  Rochester  85-5 1 
as  forward  Brad  Fallon  was  the 
leading  scorer  with  1 3  points. 

FSC  then  played  Fredonia  State 
University  at  New  York  in  the 
consolation  game.  Again  they  came 
up  short,  this  time  by  a  closer  margin 


of  69-59.  Fallon  again  led  scorers 
with  17  points. 

Their  next  game  was  at  Eastern 
Connecticut  State  University  where 
the  Falcons  lost  98-73.  Forward  Ed 
McGill  led  all  Fitchburg  scorers  with 
1 7  points.  The  first  home  game  was 
not  a  success  either  as  the  Falcons 
bowed  to  Western  Conneticut  State 
University  77-57.  The  game  was  a 
little  closer  than  the  score  indicates 
as  the  Falcons  did  stay  tight  with 
WCSU.  Senior  guard  Mike  Connolly 
led  scorers  with  1 2  points. 

Undoubtedly,  Fitchburg's  best 
game  of  the  season  came  against 
Wentworth  Institute  where  they  lost 


a  hard  fought  game  74-72  in  the 
final  seconds.  Wentworth  made  two 
free  throws  with  two  seconds  left 
after  Dana  Belair  had  hit  a  three 
pointer  to  tie  the  game  72-72.  Belair 
led  Fitchburg  with  1 2  points  as  the 
Falcons  ran  a  well  balanced  offense. 
So  far  during  the  season,  Dwyatt 
McClain  has  averaged  six  assist  per 
game  and  Coach  Conlee  has  seen 
fine  bench  play  from  Dan  O'Brien 
and  Mike  Allen. 

The  Falcons  have  played  well  in 
the  first  half  of  their  games  but  are 
coming  out  sloppy  and  sluggish  in 
the  second  half  The  Falcons  next 
home  date  will  be  in  January. 


Happy  Holidays,  FSC! 


•From  The  Strobe  staff 


Strobe  photo  by  Chang  Kim 

FSC  standout  Tom  Coady  (6)  vies  for  the  loose  puck  against  a 
Framingham  State  opponent  FSC  won  8-3. 

Lady  Falcons  Down 
WPI,  70-60 

Lynn  Dorrow  Leads  Falcon  Charge 


by  Tim  Maguire 

On  a  dark,  cold,  dreary  night  last 
Tuesday,  the  FSC  women's  basket- 
ball team  won  a  close  one  at 
Parkinson  Gym  defeating  Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute.  Although  the 
final  margin  of  victory  was  ten  points, 
70-60,  it  was  a  close  contest  the 
entire  way. 

The  first  half  saw  each  team  take 
control  of  the  game  at  certain  points. 
Despite  shooting  just  31  percent 
from  the  floor,  WPI  held  a  two  point 
advantage  at  the  intermission. 

Early  in  the  second  half,  the  Lady 
Engineers  tried  to  apply  some 
pressure  with  a  full-court  press  but 
Lady  Fajcon  guard  Kerri  Sheehan 
and  guard/foward  Beth  McNamara 
had  little,  if  any,  trouble  with  this 
pressure. 

As  freshmen  Lynn  Dorrow,(22 
points,  10  rebounds)  and  Joyce 
Teso,(12,  12)  started  heating  things 
up  offensively  for  FSC,  WPI  shooting 
guard  Jody  Normandin  kept  things 
close  with  some  hellacious  bombs 
from  three-point  land. 

Suddenly,  Sheehan  and  McNamara 
came  up  with  some  clutch  steals  that 


went  to  Dorrow  for  lay-ups.  After 
two  more  free  throws  from  Dorrow 
at  1 2:4 1 ,  FSC  had  a  6-point  lead  and 
would  never  look  back  from  there. 

Then  with  8:00  on  the  clock,  FSC 
head  coach  Steve  Forte  put  on  a 
press  that  frustrated  the  Lady 
Engineers,  as  they  committed  turn- 
over after  turnover. 

In  addition  to  frustrating  them,  the 
Lady  Falcons  picked  up  a  few  more 
hoops  and  put  the  game  out  of  reach. 

With  one  big  victory  under  their 
belt,  the  Lady  Falcons  must  be 
looking  forward  to  the  rest  of  the 
season.  One  of  the  biggest  reasons 
for  optimism  includes  the  added 
interest  in  women's  basketball 
at  FSC.  Last  year,  the  Falcons 
donned  only  eight  players,  But  this 
year  the  bench  has  15  hard  working 
bodies  on  it,  including  seven 

freshmen.  This  team  appears  ready 
to  make  a  drive  at  the  MASCAC 
title. 

As  far  as  the  rest  of  the  season 
goes,  Fitchburg  will  have  to  play 
well  to  succeed.  But  on  this  dark 
and  dreary  night,  the  Lady  Falcons 
were  the  only  team  to  shine. 


^% 


Hoop  Tourney 

The  Intramural  Office  at  FSC 
recently  announced  a  Schick  Super 
Hoop  three-on-three  basketball  tourn- 
ament Feb.  1  -5.  The  Campus  champ 
will  go  on  to  Northeastern  University 
for  the  regional  tournament. 

Both  men's  and  women's  teams 
are  encouraged  to  sign  up  as  both 
champs  will  be  sent  to  the  regionals. 

Schick,  the  major  sponsor  of  the 
tournament,  will  be  providing  prizes 
for  the  tournament. 

There  are  some  eligibility  require- 
ments and  restrictions.  Information 
and  sign-ups  can  be  obtained  from 
Phil  Morgan  in  the  Intramural  Office 
in  the  Anthony  Building.  Deadline 
for  sign-ups  is  Jan.  22. 


